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The Metropolitan Revolution and 
UNLV as a Carnegie-Tier 1 University  
T h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  R e v o l u t i o n  
The Metropolitan Revolution 
is a 2013 Book by the 
Brookings Institution by 
Bruce Katz and Jennifer 
Bradley 
Katz and Bradley Argue that 
Big Metropolitan Areas are 
the Key Innovators of the 
Next American Economy 
and they Need Research 
Assets to Compete 
Nevada Economic Development  Plan 
Made the Same Assumption 
in 2011—Las Vegas Needs 
Innovation Tools and the 
Lack of a Carnegie-Tier 1 
University Constitutes a 
“Threat” to the Region in a 
SWOT Analysis 
Nevada is by Far the Most 
Populous State in U.S. 
Without at Least One 
Carnegie-Tier 1 University  
Carneg ie -Tier  1   Un ivers i ty  Def ined  
School Grants at Least 
20 Research Doctorates 
Three Levels Assigned 
Based on Research 
Activity 
The Levels are Doctoral 
Granting, High Research 
Activity, and Very High 
Research Activity 
The LV Metro Chamber of  Commerce  
Provides Summary of 
the Benefits that a 
Carnegie-Defined Tier 1 
University Would 
Provide the Las Vegas 
Business Community in 
the March 2014 Issue of 
Business Voice 
C o m p a r i n g  U N L V  1 9 9 4  v s  2 0 1 4 
In 1994, UNLV is a 
Carnegie-Defined  
“Comprehensive 
Masters-Granting 
University” 
In 2014, UNLV is a 
Carnegie-Defined 
“Research University/ 
High Activity” 
C o m p a r i n g  U N L V  1 9 9 4  v s  2 0 1 4 
In 1994, UNLV is a US 
News-Defined “Second-
Tier, Regional University” 
In 2014, UNLV One of 
US News’ 250 “National 
Universities” 
Brookings Mountain Megas Report, 2008 
Bottom Line: 
Nevada is the 
Only State in 
the Southern 
Mountain West 
Minus a High-
Performing 
Research 
University  
Brookings Nevada State Economic Plan 
Reno Contains 
Over 3/4ths of 
Nevada’s 
Science  and 
Engineering 
Research 
Space 
Most of this 
Space was 
Built From 
Public Money 
Provided by 
the State of NV 
The Texas Carnegie-Tier  1  Campaign 
State Passed Tier 1 
Bill in 2009 Creating 
a Fund to Enhance 
Budgets of Texas 
“National Research 
Universities” that 
Developed Tier 1 
Campaigns   
The Schools are 
Texas Tech, U of 
Houston, UT Dallas 
and UT San Antonio 
The Texas Carnegie-Tier  1  Campaign 
“It makes the most sense to put 
new top tier institutions in large 
cities such as Dallas-Fort 
Worth and Houston…  You 
need the sophistication of a 
major city to be able to take 
advantage of all the 
connections and opportunities 
these institutions can bring.” 
Larry Faulkner, President 
Emeritus, University of Texas, 
Austin 
Big Metros and Carnegie Tier 1 Universities 
Virtually Every Large U.S. 
Metro has at Least One 
Carnegie Tier 1 University  
Dallas is the Largest U.S. 
Metropolitan Area Without 
A Tier 1 School, But the 
Region is Perusing One 
Orlando is the Newest Big 
Metro to Join the “Tier 1 
Club” via the University of 
Central Florida 
Connecting Tier 1  Schools to Metro Economy 
Universities and Metros 
Must Work to Connect 
Academic Research to 
the Regional Economy 
Consider the Case of 
the University of 
Arizona Optics College 
World Class Program, 
But Not Much Economic 
Spin Off—Yet 
Connecting Tier 1  Schools to Metro Economy 
Consider the Contrast—
Institute for Simulation 
and Training at UCF 
Begins With DoD and 
NASA Contracts 
Now Anchors a Video 
Game and Amusement 
Park Industry Based in 
Orlando 
The Tourist Core Sector 
Now Includes a High 
Tech Spin Off 
UNLV Peer Urban Research Universities 
Minority-Serving Carnegie 
Defined Tier 1 Universities 
in Detroit and Atlanta 
Yet both are “Unranked 
National Universities” 
Under the U.S. News 
College Survey 
Georgia State University 
in Atlanta and Wayne 
State University in Detroit 
The Metropolitan Revolution in Las Vegas 
UNLV Research 
Anchors Key Sectors 
Such as IT, Gaming 
Tech, Health Care and 
UAVs (AKA Drones) 
Includes UNLV as a 
Solid Carnegie Tier 1 
University  
In the 2020s UNLV is a Carnegie Tier 1 School  
The Regional Economy is 
Larger and Much More 
Diversified as We Export 
Our New Technology 
Around the World 
The University is Helping 
Las Vegas be More 
Sustainable via New 
Energy and Water 
Technology 
